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From the Editor
It seems that most readers have a stack of TBR (To Be Read) books that keeps getting taller, instead of
shrinking. I believe there’s many a pile that will soon be threatening to topple over and crush the reader.
(I’m not calling names…but you know who you are! And I think I see many hands waving high in the
distance.)
As a writer, I not only struggle with a huge TBR stack of books, I have an equally disastrous list of TBW
books – To Be Written. Do any of the other authors have that dilemma? The list of books and short stories
I want to write keeps getting longer faster than I can cross them any my list. I’ve been writing primarily
adult historical fiction, but an idea from about two years ago keeps re-surfacing and there are a few
middle-grade historical fiction tales I’d like to complete. But not this year. This year is already packed to
the gills with projects I need to finish in the next four months. But…next year…maybe.
With that thought in mind, for future projects, at the library a few weeks ago, I browsed the children’s
section. I was amazed at how many works of historical fiction line the shelves – including many that I read
myself when I was a youngster!
I was reading one last week, We Were There at the First Airplane Flight, by Felix Sutton, originally
published in 1960. I laughed out loud when I got to an expression a few pages into the story. “Gosh all
hemlock!” I’d never heard that one before.
On the next page, one of the characters said, “Oh, well! Twenty-three skidoo!” That caught my attention
because I always associated that phrase with the 1920s and this story that began in 1902. A few pages
later, this was there:
“Twenty-three skidoo for you, kiddo!” Wilbur said. “Go down to the store and buy yourself another joke.
You’ve worn that one plumb out.”
Seeing twenty-three skidoo twice in a short period of time, in an era, I didn’t expect to see it, naturally I
had to stop reading and pull out my phone to google the phrase. What do you know? This phrase really is
that old. According to Wikipedia and The Phrase Finder, it came into popular use in 1906. Although ‘23’
and ‘skidoo’ were both popular used independently of each other in 1904. Maybe the author was a few
years off in his usage, using it in 1902 when apparently the first recorded use was in 1906. But, in 1960,

when this was written, it wasn’t near as easy to Google information like this. So I think the author deserves
a pass for using it a few years earlier. Although – he may have had information that proved otherwise. As
handy as we think Google, Wikipedia, or other web sites are – they are not always 100% accurate.
If there’s anything you’d like to look up, one of my favorite sites is The Phrase Finder. It has over 1800
sayings and phrases with information on their origins.

Trisha
texastrishafaye@yahoo.com

‘X’ Marks the Spot
Giving your story a sense of place is very important in drawing the reader into your tale. Setting the scene
and providing specific details is an art unto itself. Here are a few tips:
If the story is in a certain location, research before
you write. Specific details about landmarks, how
the town is laid out, where the park is, the woods
at the edge of town, the breweries on one end, the
train tracks and depot on the other; these will all
help you create an authentic feeling tale. Reading
historical accounts of the town in its earlier days
will give you a wealth of information to draw upon.
If possible, a trip to the location or a visit to a local
historical museum or historical society will also
provide more details that would be difficult to
locate online.
Some of the things to keep in mind about local history that will add depth to your tale are:
Historical Events: A town’s history may influence actions and events later on. When I was researching for
Fat and Sassy, I discovered that with the flu epidemic in Glendora (many years before the period of time
I was writing about), when library books were returned, they had to be wrapped up and held for a length
of time before they could be used again. Basically, the town shut down. Even church services weren’t
held. Now, this was long before the 1940’s when the Jones’ moved to Glendora, but I wanted to include
this historical tidbit. So I had the librarian mention this in a fictional field trip my mom’s class took to the
library.
Local climate: What type of setting does this location lend to the story? Fat and Sassy, set in southern
California had a moderate climate. When the family moved to Arkansas and Missouri, the winters there
were much different, providing more specific details to include as the family battled severe cold and snow.
Local characters: Who are the local merchants and people that your ancestors/characters will interact
with? When my mom tells of pushing her younger brother to downtown Glendora, to buy 3-cent stamps
for her mom, the postmaster was Edgar Murphy. Adding specific names adds a depth to the book, and
provides some historical context, even if the family stories are written in a fictional manner.

Specific city details: Are there socioeconomic divisions in the town? Are there wealthier areas as opposed
to the ‘wrong-side-of-the-tracks’ areas? Was the post office once part of a general merchandise store,
and not as a stand-alone building in its current location? Have street names been changed? For instance,
I grew up in Glendora also, but in the 1960s, when I remember it, the main street was Glendora Avenue.
When my mom was growing up there in the 1940s and 1950s, it was called Michigan Avenue.
Occupations: Is your story set in a farming community?
Or a congested urban environment? Common
occupations will vary from setting to setting, and these
details can dramatically change a story. For instance,
Glendora was a citrus town in the time period I was
writing about. Many of the residents worked in either
the groves or at a packing plant. Now, you can nary find
an orange grove within the city limits. An earlier in the
century story will have a much different flavor than a
more contemporary era tale. This family story will also
be unlike a story like Memories on Muslin, set in a rural
farming community in Iowa in the 1930s.
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This week, instead of an author interview, we’re sharing some blogs that feature historical fiction.
Some offer book reviews, some author interviews, and some offer tips specific to writing historical
fiction. Take a gander and see if there’s anything helpful, useful, or entertaining for you here.


HISTORICAL NOVELS
http://www.historicalnovels.info/historical-novels-blog.html
Historical fiction book reviews, author interviews, and many excellent articles, such as:
The Children of Franco's Orphanages by C.J. Sansom, author of Winter in Madrid
Following van Gogh in Auvers-sur-Oise by Sheramy Bundrick, author of Sunflowers
Gifts for Historical Fiction Fans
Icelandic Saga by David Maclaine
Green World/Stone World: The Two Worlds of Joan of Arc by Margaret Donsbach (this article
originally appeared in the Spring 2008 issue of Black Night)
Historical Novels about Artists: Part II (the 18th and 19th centuries) by Margaret Donsbach
Imagining the Past in Paris by Thad Carhart, author of Across the Endless River
Historical Novels Set in Medieval Sicily by Margaret Donsbach
Tales of Niagara Falls by Cathy Marie Buchanan, author of The Day the Falls Stood Still

WORD WENCHES
wordwenches.typepad.com
Eight historical authors plotting the present and writing about the past and improvising the rest.
Book reviews, but also fascinating blog posts pertaining to the craft of writing historical fiction, such as
‘Letters of Introduction’, or ‘Victorian Rail Travel’.

JANET’S WRITING BLOG
https://janetswritingblog.com/
As a general rule, I blog on Monday mornings. I blog about the books I read and I blog about my journey
as an aspiring novelist. Sometimes I blog about history. In 2019, I started #OnThisDay blog posts to
highlight events in history. I also started a #FixYourNovel series of blog posts in case you want to learn
how to take your rough manuscript all the way to publication. I share what I’m learning on my own
journey.

THE HISTORY QUILL
https://thehistoryquill.com/blog/
The History Quill was founded by our executive editor, Andrew Noakes, with the aim of providing
dedicated support to historical fiction writers at every stage of the writing process. We provide specialist
historical fiction editing services, group coaching, and a wealth of resources tailored to the historical
fiction genre.
We’re here because of our deep-rooted passion for history and the stories it inspires, and we have a
commitment to excellence in story craft that runs through all of our work. Whether you’re an
experienced historical fiction writer or just getting started, welcome!
(Editor’s Note: Their blog has many top-notch articles about the craft of writing historical fiction.)

A WRITER OF HISTORY
awriterofhistory.com
Roaming blogging land I have come across numerous blogs about historical fiction. Some focus on a
particular historical period, some reflect a given writer’s work, some review historical novels, some
celebrate long ago authors. I hope A Writer of History can augment the conversation by focusing on the
reading, writing, and researching of historical fiction.
Along the way, I’ll post about the historical periods I’m researching, books I’ve read, and the occasional
personal post.

READING THE PAST
readingthepast.blogspot.com
Welcome! Reading the Past is my home on the web for historical fiction, and I use this space for writing
about historical novels and discussing the genre with my fellow readers. The site celebrated its 13th
birthday in March 2019.
I publish reviews of new and backlist titles, offer occasional interviews and guest posts, post news and
new publishing deals, and preview forthcoming titles, among other things. The changing trends in
historical fiction cover art are a special interest.

THE HISTORY GIRLS
http://the-history-girls.blogspot.com/
The History Girls are a group of best-selling, award-winning writers of historical fiction and non-fiction.
Some of us write for young adults, some for fully-fledged adults.
Among us, we cover every period from the Stone Age to World War II.
Individual, entertaining, sometimes provocative: on this weekly blog on Fridays we'll share our thoughts
on writing, research, reviews, and all aspects of our work. We love what we do and we want to talk
about it. We hope you'll want to follow us.

HISTORY WITH A TWIST
https://historywithatwist.wordpress.com/
I’m no historian, but I do like the subject (I even managed to get an Honours degree in it after much
sweat and tears). I also like to write historical fiction. The idea is to collate interesting snippets from the
past, things which spark an interest and maybe even a story or two. I’ve worked as a journalist in
national newspapers for 26 years. I have written three novels following my character Liam Mannion –
Tan, set during the Irish War of Independence, The Golden Grave, which is set in the old battlefields of
World War One, A Time of Traitors, which follows Liam as he tries to unmask a traitor within the ranks of
the IRA, and Patriots’ Blood, where finds Liam battling old friends during Ireland’s Civil War. I’ve also
written a modern thriller (High Crimes).
In the course of my research, I have come across what I think are interesting facts, which you might like
to read. Please feel free to contribute some of your own information, and let’s finally get the bit players
of history that bit of recognition they truly deserve.
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The 1900s/1910s
I am Sophie Tucker
Susan Ecker & Lloyd Ecker
Features more than 90 beautiful color and 120 black and white
period illustrations.
Part fairy tale, part crime novel, part rags to riches Hollywood
myth, I Am Sophie Tucker tells the outrageous story of one of
showbiz’s biggest personalities.
From 1906 through the beginning of television, Sophie Tucker
and her bawdy, brash, and risqué songs paved the way for
performers such as West, Monroe, Midler, Cher, Madonna,
and Gaga.
“Sophie was like the Forrest Gump of the first half of the
1900s,” says co-author Susan Ecker. “She was close friends
with seven presidents, King George VI, young Queen
Elizabeth, Chaplin, J. Edgar, Capone, Garland, Jerry Lewis,
Sinatra and every other notable of her era.”
Tucker tried to get her story published for nine years, without
success. Undaunted, Sophie hired half a dozen ghostwriters,
but she still had no takers for her no holds barred
autobiography. Eventually, Doubleday published a sanitized version in 1945.
“After immersing ourselves in Sophie’s papers and surviving friends,” says co-author Lloyd Ecker,
“this initial volume is what should have been the actual autobiography of Tucker.”
Though she obsessively documented her life, Sophie loved to exaggerate for dramatic effect. Over
the years, she told multiple versions of each important event. At the end, not even Sophie knew the
difference between truth and tall tale.
“This volume is 85% fact,” Lloyd explains. “The other 15% …who knows?”
I Am Sophie Tucker puts back all of the delicious bits nixed by Doubleday’s lawyers and throws in
other Tucker show business dirt, intrigue, arrests, romance, murder, gangsters, and scandals. Now
you can read it for yourself.

Promise Me This
Cathy Gohlke

Michael Dunnagan was never supposed to sail on the Titanic, nor would he have survived if not for
the courage of Owen Allen. Determined to carry out his promise to care for Owen’s relatives in
America and his younger sister, Annie, in England, Michael works hard to strengthen the family’s
New Jersey garden and landscaping business.
Annie Allen doesn’t care what Michael promised Owen. She only knows that her brother is
gone―like their mother and father―and the grief is enough to swallow her whole. As Annie
struggles to navigate life without Owen, Michael reaches out to her through letters. In time, as Annie
begins to lay aside her anger that Michael lived when Owen did not, a tentative friendship takes root
and blossoms into something neither expected. Just as Michael saves enough money to bring Annie
to America, WWI erupts in Europe. When Annie’s letters mysteriously stop, Michael risks everything
to fulfill his promise―and find the woman he’s grown to love―before she’s lost forever.

Authors: Do you have a historical fiction book or short story that you’d like featured in Pages of the Past? Email me
at texastrishafaye@yahoo.com to see about scheduling your book or short story in a future issue.

Get Pages of the Past delivered to your inbox every Friday!
Join us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/184527085517941/

