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From the Editor
“Earth to Trisha. Earth to Trisha. It’s Friday. 2019. Return from the past.”
That’s the refrain echoing about in my ears as I had to pull myself away from 1934. A book has resurfaced
– one that I started years ago. I have printed copies of the first several chapters – which I’ve written twice.
In 2012 and 2013. Then, the idea got put on the back burner and sat on the bookshelf since. Untouched
and feeling unloved. But it’s made its request known. It wants to be written. Now. So the past week or
two I dived back into 1934, the world of post-depression woes, dust storms, Bonnie and Clyde, and a small
farming community that sticks together.
Twice over the past few weeks, I heard comments from two different authors. “I don’t like historical
fiction,” one said. Then she followed up with, “But, I like reading your stories. I feel like I know the people
and I’m excited to see what happens next.”
In a conversation with someone else, she reported, “I don’t read historical fiction. I always thought they
were all romances – ‘bodice-rippers’ - and I don’t like that genre. But I like what you’re talking about. It
sounds completely different from what I’d imagined.”
Historical fiction has such a broad range and can head in so many different directions. But overall, it’s all
about the people and the story. The plot simply takes place in the past.
Let’s celebrate this fascinating world together as we read, and some of us write, tales of a historical nature.

Trisha
texastrishafaye@yahoo.com
Get Pages of the Past delivered to your inbox every Friday!

Basic tips for Writing Historical Fiction
Trisha Faye
Basic tips for writing historical fiction – it sounds like such an easy task to compose. However, from the
pile of notes sitting beside me, I see that this information can easily comprise an entire book – or more.
And this is the A to Z blog challenge, where people are scrambling, trying to visit as many blog posts as
humanly possible in our given virtual allowance of time.
In the interest of keeping this short and readable, I’ll post a few of the tips that have been most useful to
me. And I’ll share some blog posts and web sites that have been very helpful to me as I dive into the deep,
dark rabbit hole of historical fiction.
Read in the genre you’re writing. One of the most useful tips that help immensely. I typically read a wide
variety of books and always have several going at the same time. (I blame my scattered Gemini attention
span.) I usually try to read out of four categories – 1) something in the genre I’m writing, 2) something in
a new genre or style that I typically wouldn’t read to expand my horizons, 3) a book I can learn from,
something that teaches me or broadens my spiritual or emotional life, and 4) something I read purely for
entertainment – a book that immerses me in the story and I forget to come up for air.
Chose an exact time and place for your story. Knowing an exact timeline and place – i.e. Summer 1914,
Highland Park, Michigan – gives you the tether stones to keep your story in place. I’ve discovered some
fascinating historical accounts that I would love to drop into a story I’m working on, but if I didn’t happen
until two years after the tale is happening, I know I can’t include it. If you have a vague ‘early 1900s’ in
mind, you’re setting yourself up for a mishmash that is ripe for inaccuracies.
Let the characters impart the historical details. Yes, you can include some broad strokes of historical
background here and there as needed, but try to let the majority of the historical details come out through
character dialogue or interactions.
Susanna Calkins, author of A Murder at Rosamund’s Café, says it better. She writes on ‘7 Tips on Accuracy
and Authenticity’:
Let the characters engage with the historical details. This goes along with that “show don’t tell” truism
writers are told all the time. Rather than just dumping a bunch of facts on the poor reader, let your
characters interact with these details with all these senses. Let them smell the offal dumped onto the
cobblestone streets. Let them squint in the fading light of the tallow candles. Let them feel the tingling
sensation as the physician places a leech on their bare skin.
For some excellent articles with good advice, check out these sites:
https://www.writersdigest.com/editor-blogs/guide-to-literary-agents/how-to-write-historical-fiction-7tips-on-accuracy-and-authenticity
https://www.creative-writing-now.com/how-to-write-historical-fiction.html
https://www.writermag.com/improve-your-writing/fiction/historical-short-stories/
http://www.elizabethcrookbooks.com/articles/historical_fiction.htm
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Paladin
Sarah MacTavish
When Lincoln calls for volunteers to put down the rebellion, four friends
become soldiers for different reasons. Freedom. Justice. Love.
Revenge. But they’re united by a secret… one of them is a girl in
disguise.
“This is my country, and I aim to fight for it. You can help me, or get out
of my way. Your choice.”
Hidden under an over-sized uniform and a false name, Saoirse
Callahan strives to prove herself as strong and brave as any other
soldier. But when an old enemy appears in camp, she knows it’s only a
matter of time before her identity is exposed. And what will happen to
her friends if she’s discovered?
“I’m quite certain what I am willing to die for. But taking a life is another
matter entirely.”
Westleigh Kavanagh is a scholar, not a soldier. Still, he enlists because he believes their cause is
holy–freedom for all, at any cost. When the bullets start flying, he realizes he’s made a terrible
mistake. Too late to turn back, Westleigh prays that they’ll all make it home safely. But can his soul
survive the journey?

Each week Pages of the Past features one new release. Authors, if you have a new historical fiction that is slated to
release soon and would like to have it as the featured book, email me at texastrishafaye@yahoo to see if a spot is
open near your release date.

I first read Jillian Chantal’s writing when I joined an online writing group, Tuesday Tales, about five years
ago. Each week the group writes to a word or picture prompt and I found that I was always impressed
with Jillian’s writing. As the months and years passed, and Jillian moved from one work in progress to
another, I saw that she writes in a wide range of genres. Here to tell you more about her foray into the
world of historical fiction is Jillian.
*****
What drew you to write historical fiction?
I lived many years in northern Virginia and the history bug bit me hard there. My
family spent a lot of time at Smithsonian museums, at old historical battlefields
and manor houses as well as Jamestown and Williamsburg. I also read a lot of
fiction set in England and Scotland.
When I first started writing for publication, I was too afraid to write historical as
I feared to make mistakes in the actual history, so I started with contemporary
fiction. My first historical was set in 1920 and dealt with the Irish revolution eraRedemption for the Devil. I then branched out to 1937, 1946 and 1967 in a series
set on the Queen Mary called The Gambler’s Inheritance Series.
Do you have a favorite era to write in? What do you enjoy most about that era?
I like the Regency era a lot. The manners and mores of that time speak to me. And who doesn’t love a
man in breeches and boots?
Do you have any favorite methods you use in researching your books?
I have a number of books I rely on. The research is fun online as well- rabbit holes can sometimes lead to
interesting facts that I like to put in my stories.
Tell us about one of your favorite characters from one of your books.
Wow. That’s hard. I love them all. For today, I’ll tell you about Lydia Vane from Captain Vane’s Daughter.
She’s 19-years old and on a quest to find out if she’s the daughter of the notorious Captain Charles Vane,
pirate. Raised by a cruel grandmother, when the lady dies, Lydia and her best friend—a slave she freed
when her grandmother died—travel to the Caribbean seeking the truth of her parentage. She’s a strong
heroine and faces pirates as well as others who would stop her on her quest.

What challenges have you found with writing historical fiction?
One thing that I always check is when words came into use. It annoys me when I have a great word that
works so well in a sentence and then I find that it wasn’t in use in that time frame. Then the quest is on
for another word that may or may not be better.
It’s also hard to find careers for heroines. Most in the Regency era are either nobles, aristocracy, poor
relations who have to be governesses, or maids and other household help. I took this as a challenge and
wrote a story called Scent of a Duke and made the heroine an employee of a perfumer. It was a lot of fun
to do.
Do you have a current historical fiction work in progress? Can you give us a little teaser about it and
let us know when we can look for it?
I have a time travel story set in Scotland and England that’s called One Lonely Knight. The hero is a time
traveler from the 1500s and the heroine lives in the 1700s. I thought it would be fun to do a twist of a
historical inside a historical instead of making the time travel to modern times. I haven’t got a release date
yet.
Do you write in any genres other than historical fiction?
I do. I’ve written contemporary as well as paranormal and even have a couple of young adult and
mysteries under another name.
What is your favorite genre to write in and why?
Not sure about a favorite. I love all the genres and I write just whatever comes to me at the time. I think I
have a soft spot for the historicals though. The joy of researching eras as well as the clothing is fun. Plot
points sometimes come easier as there are no modern conveniences- don’t have to worry about the
heroine calling for assistance on her cell phone. One challenge is knowing how long it takes to get
somewhere on horseback or in a carriage as opposed to an automobile.
Is there anything you’d like to share with us that I didn’t ask you about?
All of my stories have an element of mystery or adventure in them or even some spies. I get bored easily
and thus try to infuse my stories with enough action to keep myself—as well as the reader—awake.
Thanks for letting me drop in, Trisha Faye.

BIO: Jillian Chantal is the writer of romantic stories with an international flair. She enjoys history and had
penned stories set in the early to mid-twentieth century as well as the 1700s and Regency England. She
also loves modern stories and a number of those available. She lives on the gulf coast of Florida in a little
slice of paradise.

Captain Vane’s Daughter: http://tinyurl.com/y2cejf6d
Scent of a Duke: http://tinyurl.com/y4n8xygt
Lady Augusta’s Adventures: http://tinyurl.com/yxc834h5

You can find Jillian here:
Twitter: https://twitter.com/JillianChantal
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Jillianchantalauthor/
Amazon page: https://tinyurl.com/ybuz2z7y

The 1800’s

Firebrand
Sarah MacTavish

In the summer of 1860, when slavery ruled the heart of America, two young abolitionists discover how
dangerous it can be to believe in freedom for all.
Saoirse Callahan's family is broken. Hunger forced them out of Ireland and they still struggle to survive in
their new home, where scorching Texas droughts threaten their small farm. Then, on one blazing Sunday
afternoon, a series of mysterious fires devastate the region. Whispered rumors of a slave rebellion soon
flame into a statewide panic. Vigilantes scour the countryside for arsonists, targeting foreigners and slaves
in a bloodthirsty witch-hunt. Saoirse is determined to find out how the fires really started, but the more
questions she asks, the more she puts her family and friends in danger. And the truth may be more than
she can handle.
Meanwhile, safe in Pennsylvania, Westleigh Kavanagh can call himself an abolitionist with little fear. But
when he realizes his father's new boarder is actually a runaway slave, he must keep the wanted man's
identity a secret. Because Westleigh's father is the sheriff, and bound by law to help capture fugitives,
whether he believes in slavery or not. Westleigh wants to protect his father from the truth, but the longer
he lies, the greater the chance they will all be caught. Then Westleigh makes his own discovery--an old
forbidden journal that holds secrets of his father's past. Secrets that lead to the Callahans. Secrets that, if
unraveled, could destroy both families.

The Life and Times of Lilly Quinn
Carolyn E. Cook

Fleeing hazardous circumstances in New Orleans, Lilly Quinn arrives in hardscrabble and rough Minden
Springs, a thrown-together town on the dry prairie of 1870’s Kansas. She plans to continue her journey
onward to San Francisco, but her chance sighting of Barnett Swan, the only lawman for miles around,
gives her pause. She chooses to remain, at least for the time being. Lilly says, “It was only the shortest of
encounters, perhaps a minute, but on that much alone, I made the rash decision to retrieve my carpet
bag from the stage and extend my stay in this dismal place. That marshal seemed worth investigating.”
Little does she know that the choice will determine the entire future course of her days.
Told in the voice of feisty and independent Lilly, the story encompasses many years and colorful
characters. It is full of life, love, shootings, heroes, and villains, an un-putdownable saga of the Old West.
Lilly reveals its myths, its sometimes brutal reality, and the way the landscape captures the imaginations
and hopes of those who settle there. Or those who simply pass through.

Authors: Do you have a historical fiction book or short story that you’d like featured in Pages of the Past? Email me
at texastrishafaye@yahoo.com to see about scheduling your book or short story in a future issue.
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