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From the Editor
This is coming to you later than I’d planned, although it’s still Friday – barely. ‘Real Life’ has shown its
sometimes-obnoxious side again, and instead of working a half day and then coming home and finishing
and posting the newsletter, I ended up at the ER with my better half being admitted to the hospital again.
Cancer is not a fun journey, for either of us.
The newsletter is finally getting out to you – still before midnight in Texas LOL The four hours for the
parttime day job – well, that never did happen. Oh well, there’s always next week to catch up, right? I’m
just grateful that I have a job with flexible hours, and I don’t have to be punching a time clock to be in at
any certain time. That is a blessing right now.
I think I’d rather be diving into historical fiction right now. I think that’s a lot more fun. Of course, some of
the times that we write or read about in the historical fiction stories that abound, prove that living in the
past wasn’t always glorious or without problems either. These people from the past had their own ‘Real
Life’ issues to deal with – some even worse than what we have in today’s current times.
Stay tuned for future issues –In the weeks ahead we have author interviews scheduled with Tom Palmer,
Malve von Hassell, Peter Turnham, Carmen Radtke, Florence Kraut, and lots more!

Trisha
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Happy Birthday Short Story Contest

Happy Birthday to Pages of the Past!

It’s Flash Fiction Contest Time! Enter your flash fiction story for a chance to win a $50 gift card.
Write a 400-600 word story to one of the three pictures below. Email your entry to
texastrishafaye@yahoo.com with ‘CONTEST ENTRY – (title of your story)’ in the subject line.
Entries are due by midnight, Friday, March 19th.
The stories will be printed in the April 2nd newsletter. A PDF will be compiled with all the stories and posted
on Facebook, allowing others a chance to read the stories and send in their votes. The contest will run
until April 12th at midnight. The winner will be announced in the April 16th newsletter.
The winner receives a $50 gift card.
Use one of the three photographs below as a prompt for your story.
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Civilian Employees at the POW Camp
When thinking of civilian employees working in the war effort during World War 2, Rosie the Riveter is a
popular image that comes to mind. However, wartime provided more employment opportunities for
more women entering the workforce than just that of building planes.
The Algona POW Camp is one instance where wartime support stimulated the local economy in many
ways. While only open a short time, from early 1944 to early 1946, at the peak of the camp’s existence,
79 civilians were employed there.
Margaret Nelson Patton was one. Married and living in Texas, when her husband shipped out to New
Guinea, she returned to Algona to stay with her parents, Leonard and Anna Nelson. A friend of her
father introduced her to Lt. Lawrence Sloan, the camp’s Civilian Personnel Officer. After passing the Civil
Service examination, Margaret began working for Lt. Sloan as his Chief Clerk of Civilian Personnel.
Also working in the office with Margaret were two other local women – LaVon Lindhorst, whose Army
husband was stationed in Europe, and Wilford Rood. Margaret’s father, Leonard Nelson, also worked at
the camp in the Post Engineer Office.
Vuanita Rentz was another civilian employee. She was a secretary in the medical supply building. She
helped keep records of medical supplies. She reports that a small Army bus transported workers from
Algona to the Camp. Upon arrival, employees had to show their ID at both the entry guard and at the
security gate.
Betty Geering Stephens Black worked at several positions at the Camp. When the Italian POW’s first
arrived to ‘activate’ the camp, she worked for the Quartermaster Corps, ordering, securing and
apportioning needed supplies.
When the Italians left and the German POW’s arrived, Betty began working at the hospital with Capt.
Mona, a dentist, and later at the medical supply building.
In ‘A Collection of Memories of the Algona Prisoner of War Camp 1943-1946’, Betty shares, “These Civil
Service positions were welcomed because their pay scale was considerably higher than any comparable
local positions.”
Lavon Lindhorst also worked at several different positions at camp. She first worked at Headquarters.
Later, she worked for Major Hutton, the Provost Marshal. Lavon didn’t take the bus to camp as Betty
did. She carpooled with several others. Wilford Rood, from Bode, picked up Margaret Patton, Margaret
Reese, Delores Grotte and Lavon. She recalls that to be employed at camp, they had to be fingerprinted
and have an FBS check.
Albert Slobe worked in a variety of positions during the life of the camp When the camp was being built,
he worked in security. He later worked in the Fire Department where the shifts were 24 hours on and 24
hours off. When the camp closed and was being dismantled, he worked as a supervisor for taking down
the fencing.
We usually think of the costs involved of a war – usually the deaths that can never have a dollar amount
assigned to them. We forget that sometimes there were other financial benefits to our stateside
families, such as all the paychecks provided to these – and more – Algona families.

Author Spotlight: Reni Stankova

Welcome to Pages of the Past Reni. We’re excited to talk to you today about your historical fiction book,
Sirma. Can you tell us a little bit about the book?
Sirma is the story of a Sirma voivode – a real historical figure who lived in the 18th and 19th century Eastern
Europe, which at that time was under the rule of the Ottoman Empire.
Sirma was a part of the Haiduk movement, which is a historical event described as a Slavic insurgence
against the Ottoman authority. Every child in Eastern Europe studies about the Haiduk movement. There
are old poems and folk songs about the most famous Haiduks. There is a folk song about Sirma voivode
as well.
The Haiduks were mostly men, but there are a lot of documented women as well. And more than half of
them were Haiduk leaders (or voivode). Sirma is the story of one of these women who became a Haiduk
leader and dedicated her gang to protecting the mountain villages.
What inspired this story?
One day, I woke up and wanted to know more about women Haiduks. I searched for books about them.
In Bulgaria, we have a lot of fictional stories taking place in this period. Unfortunately, there was little to
none about women Haiduks. So, after the initial disappointment, I decided to write a book about one of
them. In our writing circles, we have this saying, “Write the book you want to read”. And, this is how Sirma
came into existence.

What was it like researching this era from the past?
As an Eastern European, there is some basic understanding of the period from history class, and the
historical literature and movies we’re exposed to. But, to truly understand it, I had to look at it from
different points of view.
Because in literature, the Haiduks were romanticized as fighters for justice. But at the same time, the
word Haiduk literally means a Slavic outlaw. And, there are mentions that many Haiduks did not just attack
the abusers, but innocents as well. Often kidnapping young girls and stealing from merchants. This was a
serious issue most of them had to deal with. Some of the most famous Haiduk leaders even created their
own rule code that listed punishments for anyone who harmed an innocent person.
It was things like this that I paid most attention to.
Sirma, the main character in the tale is based on a real person from the past. Can you share a little bit
about how you took the historical details to create your character?
There weren’t that many historical facts about Sirma voivode. Unfortunately, searching for details about
people before the liberation from the Ottoman Empire (1878) isn’t going to give you a lot of reliable
results. At one point, it’s hard to know whether the historical fact about the person was true, or it was
some hyperbole from a folk song.
Nevertheless, I used everything I found – folk songs, as well as actual documented facts about Sirma’s life.
They were no more than 10-15 simple things, such as the names of the people around her, the places she
visited, her reasons for becaming a Haiduk, and of course – the scale of her Haiduk life. She was a
successful Haiduk, leading a gang of 72 men for 24 years. I took all this information into account and filled
the large gaps with plot and character development.
On one of your blogs, you talked about how hiking has helped you with your writing. Did hiking play a
part in your life while you were writing Sirma?
Yes. The Haiduks mostly appeared around mountain villages, so a large part of the story takes place in the
Balkan mountains (The Shar mountain in North Macedonia). Hiking is my long-time hobby; it helps me
recharge and come back ready to write. But it also gave me knowledge and experience when it came to
moving through the mountain. And when you have the experience, it shows in your writing.
Do you write in any other genre, besides historical fiction?
Sirma is my debut novel and currently my only book. But I don’t intend to stay exclusively in the historical
fiction genre. I am in the process of writing my second book, which will be a fantasy. In the meantime, you
can check out one of my short works by subscribing to my mailing list. Every subscriber automatically
receives a gift in their email – a ghost short story, called Oblivion.
Do you have any other stories waiting in the wings to be written?
My second book is still in the drafting stage. It’s a high fantasy with a gay protagonist and includes my
own original race. All three of these are a first for me, and I’m working hard not to disappoint the fans.

Thank you for joining us today, Reni. We appreciate your time. Please leave a few links where our
readers can find you and your books and we’ll go follow and friend you.
Reni Stankova’s Website: https://www.renistankova.com/

You can find Sirma here:
https://www.amazon.com/gp/B07R8G21KJ/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/sirma-reni-stankova/1137061555
https://www.kobo.com/ww/en/ebook/sirma

You can find Reni Stankova here:
https://www.facebook.com/ReniStankovaAuthor/
https://twitter.com/renistankova/
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/19105728.Reni_Stankova

BIO: Reni Stankova is a Bulgarian novel author who writes in multiple genres, accenting on awesome
characters, steamy chemistry, and action scenes. When she isn’t writing, Reni spends her days traveling
in Bulgaria and beyond, hiking the Balkan mountains, and because she really has to – working in an
office. Talk to Reni about animes and pizza. ;)

The 1800s

These is my Words:
The Diary of Sarah Agnes Prine 1881-1901
Nancy E. Turner
A moving, exciting, and heartfelt American saga inspired by the author's own family memoirs, these words
belong to Sarah Prine, a woman of spirit and fire who forges a full and remarkable existence in a harsh,
unfamiliar frontier. Scrupulously recording her steps down the path Providence has set her upon—from
child to determined young adult to loving mother—she shares the turbulent events, both joyous and
tragic, that molded her, and recalls the enduring love with cavalry officer Captain Jack Elliot that gave her
strength and purpose.
Rich in authentic everyday details and alive with truly unforgettable characters, These Is My Words
brilliantly brings a vanished world to breathtaking life again.
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