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From the Editor
There’s a lot of great new books headed our way this year! This week our featured author is Nancy Bilyeau,
who is in the midst of celebrating the release of her brand new book, Dreamland. Many of Pages of the
Past featured authors from over the past year have new books this year too.







Charity Bishop (from May 31st) released, Secret in the Tower.
Deborah Swift (from October 25th) released The Occupation.
Carolyn E. Cook (from April 26th) is due to release You Can Call Me Glory in a few weeks.
Lindsay Downs (from April 19th) has a new book releasing in May.
Pamela Nowak (from December 6) has a new book releasing in July.
Linda Ulleseit (from October 18) is releasing Aloha Spirit in August. Its available now as a preorder.

I’m excited to see all these authors having new books this year! I’m sure there’s even more besides these.
As I hear of them, I’ll keep you posted.
If you missed any of the earlier newsletters, they’re archived on my website at
http://trishafaye.com/pages_of_the_past. I’ve been in the process of getting the interviews into
independent blog posts also, but haven’t made much progress on that task yet. I think I’m only done with
the interviews from last April, May, and June. The holiday craziness brought that project to a screeching
halt and I haven’t gotten back to it yet.
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American Eras
I had a legitimate question. But after Sir Google directed me to one of the top go-to sites,
Wikipedia, I think I’m more confused than before I started. But, I’ll ramble a bit here and share
my confusion about Eras and timelines with you. Then, we’ll all be confused together. Excepting
the more academic historians here in the group – they will probably have a better handle on this
subject than I do.
I’d seen a post on Facebook that brought this question to mind. Actually, it was a post by our
featured author this week, Nancy Bilyeau. It was in conjunction with her recently released book,
Dreamland, and a trip to Cooney Island she took to celebrate its release. On one of her posts, she
mentioned the phrase ‘Gilded Age.’
Truthfully, I wasn’t quite sure when the Gilded Age was. I knew when some eras were – such as
the Civil War era, or my own personal favorite time to read and write about, the Depression or
Post-Depression era, but I was at a loss placing when the Gilded Age was.
This quest to find how when this period in time was landed me on Wikipedia’s ‘Gilded Age’ page.
According to Wikipedia:
In United States history, the Gilded Age was an era that occurred during the late 19th century, from
the 1870s to about 1900. The term for this period came into use in the 1920s and 1930s and was
derived from writer Mark Twain's and Charles Dudley Warner's 1873 novel The Gilded Age: A
Tale of Today, which satirized an era of serious social problems masked by a thin gold gilding. The
early half of the Gilded Age roughly coincided with the mid-Victorian era in Britain and the Belle
Époque in France. Its beginning, in the years after the American Civil War, overlaps the
Reconstruction Era (which ended in 1877).[1] It was followed in the 1890s by the Progressive Era.

What confused me was that looking at the years here, I’d tended to think of that period of time as
the Victorian Era. Further down the page, there was a list of Periods in United States history. The
Gilded Age was there, but no Victorian Era. Reading more, I discovered it’s because the Victorian
Era and Edwardian period are listed as times in UK history – not American history.
I suppose the reason I was confused dates back to the degree I got so many (many) years ago. No,
it wasn’t literature or English, but Interior Design. I knew I’d spent a good many hours studying
and designing rooms and elements that were from the Victorian period. So, how could there not
be a Victorian-era in American periods? Back to Wikipedia I went, but this time with the focus of
Interior Design. There it was. I wasn’t remembering wrong.
There was not one dominant style of furniture in the Victorian period. Designers rather used and
modified many styles taken from various time periods in history like Gothic, Tudor, Elizabethan,
English Rococo, Neoclassical and others. The Gothic and Rococo revival style were the most
common styles to be seen in furniture during this time in history.

Now I’m sidetracked a little, as I think back on all those classes I took so many years ago. I’m
wondering if perhaps all those semesters of History of Architecture and History of Interiors

influenced my love of historical fiction. Or, is a love of the past going to show itself in whatever
facet of life I’m in at that moment?
Regardless of what drew me to historical fiction, here is a list of the eras, or periods, that are listed
on the Gilded Age page. I don’t know as I agree with all of them. I still think that even though the
Victorian Era is listed as a UK historical time period, I think the influence was felt here in America
just the same, in literature and social aspects too, not just in interiors. But, Wikipedia didn’t ask
my opinion. Some of the others that are listed – the Jacksonian Era, for instance - really? It appears
that I have a lot more studying to do.
In the interest of passing along information, while in the next breath I repeat that I don’t necessarily
agree with all the periods as they’re listed – here are the Periods in US history according to
Wikipedia.
Regardless of what they list, I’m going to continue writing my stories as before, where I simply
pick a year or a time that I’m drawn to write a story in, and I’ll research and write the tale.
Periods in United States history:
Colonial period
1607-1765
American Revolution
1765-1783
Confederation Period
1783-1788
Federalist Era
1788-1801
Jeffersonian Era
1801-1817
Era of Good Feelings`
1817-1825
Jacksonian Era
1825-1849
Civil War Era
1850-1865
Reconstruction Era
1865-1877
Gilded Age
1877-1895
Progressive Era
1896-1916
World War I
1917-1919
Roaring Twenties
1920-1929
Great Depression Era
1929-1941
World War II
1941-1945
Post-War Era
1945-1964
Civil Rights Era
1965-1980
Reagan Era
1981-
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Author Spotlight – Nancy Bilyeau
When Nancy Bilyeau and I began communicating about being a guest author at Pages of the Past, her
newest book, Dreamland, wasn’t released yet. The release date was on the horizon, but it wasn’t out yet.
Since then, Dreamland was released and was accepted on the Books on Subways Program. Even better,
as we wrapped up this issue in the past few days, Nancy shared the news that her newest book claimed
the title of #1 New Release in Historical Mysteries. I’m excited this week to introduce you to Nancy
Bilyeau.


Welcome, Nancy! You write historical fiction, you studied
History at the University of Michigan, and you know some
amazing things about your French Huguenot ancestry line. I
almost feel like this question is like the ‘What came first? The
chicken or the egg?’ inquiry, but what started you on this path
down history lane?
I studied history in college, but I pursued a career in
nonfiction—in newspapers and magazines—after graduation.
When my son was born, I felt this desire to tell stories, to get
into fiction, and it seemed like a natural fit to write historical
stories. I’ll explain why. I’d studied 20th-century American
history in college, but before then I went through an intense
phase of reading historical fiction. When I was in middle school
and high school, I read everything I could: Nora Lofts, Mary
Stewart, Jean Plaidy, and Anya Seton. Those authors never
really left me. Later on, I developed a love of mysteries and
crime fiction like P.D. James and Ellis Peters. It all came together I guess.
You write in a wide range of eras. Your Tudor trilogy is set in the 1500s, The Blue is set in eighteenthcentury London, and your latest two works (The Ghost of Madison Avenue, released December 2019
and Dreamland released last week) are set in 1911 and 1912. What differences did you find compared
to writing in these different time periods?
I am interested in many different time periods. My first “story” was a screenplay about the life of Mary
Wollstonecraft, in 18th century England. Each period presents its own challenges. I need to learn about
the politics and religion of the time as well as the details of what people ate and drank and read, how they
traveled around, in order to build worlds for readers to immerse in. The 16th century isn’t harder to write
a book in necessarily. But I have to admit it was exciting to be able to read newspapers published in 1911
to research Dreamland!
The key to it is finding characters within my writing process that I connect to and the reader will care
about. I always write a strong woman main character to drive the novel, but within that, each of my
protagonists are different: age, religion, class, and of course, personality.

You stated that you’re a direct descendant of Pierre Billiou, a French Huguenot who immigrated to
America in 1661. You’ve stated that your ancestor, Isaac, was born on the boat crossing the Atlantic.
How did all of this heritage influence your book The Blue?
I am very proud of being descended from a Huguenot settler in what was then New Amsterdam in
America. I came up with the idea for The Blue first—an espionage story set in an 18th-century porcelain
factory—and then I went about creating the main character. When I read that Huguenots were involved
in the founding of several important porcelain factories in England, a lightbulb went off. This was my
opportunity to write a Huguenot character! I did write an early version in which Genevieve lived in New
York, but nothing kills pacing like a two-month voyage across the Atlantic. The story had to be in England—
there were no porcelain factories in America. So I jumped into researching the Huguenot community in
London and in no time I had fallen in love with Spitalfields and the silk weavers of Georgian England.
Of your Tudor trilogy - The Crown, The Chalice and The Tapestry – which is your favorite, and why? (Can
a parent have a ‘favorite child’?)
The Crown is my debut novel and took the longest of any of my books to write—five years, on and off—
and had the greatest success right off the bat, so it has a special place in my heart. An auction to sell it to
its publisher, an Oprah review, award nominations. Now everything didn’t stay golden. This is book
publishing after all! But it was a fun way to begin as a novelist.
What challenges have you found with writing historical fiction?
I think that being true to the time period while making a novel accessible to modern readers presents
special challenges. For example, in Dreamland, which was a fantastical amusement park in Coney Island,
one of the most well-known and beloved attractions was Lilliput, a series of large buildings, including a
medieval castle, in which people with dwarfism would go about their “daily lives,” which parkgoers paid
a nickel to watch. The people of Lilliput were paid well to do this, and it was sought-after work. The place
was also named Midget Village, and in 1911 people who worked in Lilliput called themselves midgets and
disliked to be associated with the word “dwarf.” While today if you use the word “midget,” it offends
people with dwarfism who are working hard to have the word banned. You can see the landmines I faced
in this territory!

What is your favorite era to write in and why?
I like all the eras I’ve chosen. I love the 18th century but it was perhaps the hardest to set a book in. I had
to do a ton of research to make it come to life for me as a novelist and get beyond the platitudes of the
Enlightenment and the incredibly tangled treaties of the Seven Years War.
Your newest book, Dreamland, just released last week. It’s set on Coney Island in
1911. Can you tell us a little bit about it?
In this novel, a rebellious young heiress, Peggy Batternberg, reluctantly accompanies
her family for a holiday at the luxurious Oriental Hotel on the Atlantic Ocean. But less
than a mile away, Coney Island, “America’s Playground,” beckons with forbidden
delights — and danger for Peggy and those she loves most. She falls in love with an
immigrant artist who becomes the chief suspect in a series of murders in Coney
Island. I like what Library Journal said in the review: “Gives readers an up-close and
personal view of New York’s Gilded Age.”

What about the novella you wrote in the same time period, The Ghost of Madison Avenue?
This is a story set a year later with different characters. A young Irish American widow living in the Bronx,
Helen O’Neill, is thrilled to secure a job at the spectacular private library of J.P. Morgan. The head librarian,
the brilliant and beautiful Belle da Costa Greene, had hired Helen away from the Metropolitan Museum
of Art after she witnessed Helen’s unusual talent with handling artifacts. Helen soon discovers the Morgan
Library is a place like no other, with its secret staircases, magical manuscripts, and mysterious murals. But
that’s nothing compared to a person Helen alone sees: a young woman standing on Madison Avenue,
looking as if she were keeping watch. In learning the woman’s true link to the Morgan, Helen must face
the pain of her own past.

You can find Nancy’s books here:
Dreamland mybook.to/Dreamlandnb
Ghost of Madison Avenue mybook.to/Madison
The Blue mybook.to/Myblue

You can find Nancy here:
Twitter: https://twitter.com/Tudorscribe
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/tudorscribe/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NancyBilyeauAuthor/

Nancy Bilyeau is a historical novelist and magazine editor based in New York. She wrote the
Joanna Stafford trilogy, a trio of thrillers set in Henry VIII’s England, for Simon & Schuster. Her
next novel was The Blue, an 18th-century thriller revolving around the art and porcelain world.
Her latest novel is Dreamland, set in Coney Island of 1911, published by Endeavour Quill in
January 2020. A former staff editor at Rolling Stone, Entertainment Weekly, and InStyle, Nancy is
currently the deputy editor at the Center on Media, Crime and Justice at John Jay College and
contributes to Town & Country, CrimeReads, and Mystery Scene magazine.
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The 1940s
Mistress of the Ritz
Melanie Benjamin
Nothing bad can happen at the Ritz; inside its gilded walls every
woman looks beautiful, every man appears witty. Favored guests
like Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Coco Chanel, and the
Duke and Duchess of Windsor walk through its famous doors to be
welcomed and pampered by Blanche Auzello and her husband,
Claude, the hotel’s director. The Auzellos are the mistress and
master of the Ritz, allowing the glamour and glitz to take their minds
off their troubled marriage, and off the secrets that they keep from
their guests—and each other.
Until June 1940, when the German army sweeps into Paris, setting
up headquarters at the Ritz. Suddenly, with the likes of Hermann
Goëring moving into suites once occupied by royalty, Blanche and
Claude must navigate a terrifying new reality. One that entails even
more secrets and lies. One that may destroy the tempestuous
marriage between this beautiful, reckless American and her very
proper Frenchman. For in order to survive—and strike a blow
against their Nazi “guests”—Blanche and Claude must spin a web
of deceit that ensnares everything and everyone they cherish.
But one secret is shared between Blanche and Claude alone—the secret that, in the end, threatens
to imperil both of their lives, and to bring down the legendary Ritz itself.
Based on true events, Mistress of the Ritz is a taut tale of suspense wrapped up in a love story for the
ages, the inspiring story of a woman and a man who discover the best in each other amid the
turbulence of war.
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