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From the Editor
Today we’re announcing the winner of our first Flash Fiction contest. I wish I knew more horse racing
jargon that I could utilize here, because it truly was a neck-and-neck contest. All three stories were
wonderful and most of the entries included a note about how difficult it was to choose among the three
stories submitted. Each vote truly did change the results and all three stories took their turn in the lead.
Thank you to Lindsay Downs, Anne Clare and Katie Brandt for submitting a story!
And…what you’ve all been waiting for…the winner of the 1st Flash Fiction Contest…

The winner is –

Anne Clare
For her story: Changing Horizons
Details for the next contest follow. There are three new picture prompts. The deadline for the next contest
is March 20, with stories to run in the April 3rd issue to vote on.
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New Release

The Occupation
Deborah Swift
Deborah Swift was our spotlighted author in the October 25, 2019 issue. You can read her interview here.
She has a new book out! Just released is The Occupation.

One woman’s secret war against the Nazis. One man’s war against himself…
1940, Jersey
When Nazi forces occupy Jersey in the English Channel Islands, Céline Huber, who is married to a German,
must decide where her loyalty lies.
Love for her island, and fear for her Jewish friend Rachel, soon propel her into a dangerous double life.
Meanwhile, Céline’s husband Fred is conscripted into the Wehrmacht in occupied France.
Horrified by Nazi acts of atrocity and torture, he soon becomes a double agent for the French Resistance.
But when things go wrong, and his Nazi masters discover his true allegiance, he finds he has the whole of
the German Army on his tail.
How far will Céline go for her best friend? Will Fred make his way home to her?
Or will their lives be changed forever by the brutality of war?
THE OCCUPATION is a moving war & military saga following the separate stories of a young man and
woman through the years of the Second World War as they fight to survive.

Winning Contest Entry

Changing Horizons
by Anne Clare

Milly’s face ached, the smile plastered across it wearing thin. This has got to be the last photo, hasn’t
it?
“Just one more, girls! You,” the newspaper photographer pointed to Lorna, who was whispering to
Nanette, “could we get a smile on this one? Please? Remember, you’re the happy, hardworking women
of the Homefront!”
Milly suppressed a sigh. C’mon Lor, just play along so we can get back to work.
Lorna rolled her eyes. “Okay, okay.” She flashed him a wide grin. “Better?”
Snap. “Perfect!” he said, then muttered, “Finally.”
Flexing her stiff jaw, Milly asked, “We’re done, then?”
Without waiting for an answer, Nanette slid down from her perch above the locomotive’s “cow
catcher,” allowing the hammer she’d posed with to settle into the dust. Lorna hopped down too,
continuing her stream of talk. “When Steve gets home, we figure we’ll get married right away, especially
if he can get back his job at the foundry…”
The photographer didn’t notice Milly’s question, or Lorna’s interruption. He pulled out a silk
handkerchief to wipe down his nice Graflex camera, grimacing at the dust and dirt of the train yard.

Milly climbed down from her perch and sidled past Nanette and Lorna, who was outlining her future
life in rapid detail. It seemed like the whole town had couldn’t stop talking about the future since this
morning’s headline: “Allies Liberate First German City.”
Aachen had been taken just yesterday. American forces were in control of a city on German soil.
Finally, after all these years, it seemed like the end of the war might be in sight.
And soon, Milly thought, everything will change.
Pursing her lips, she took a deep breath and willed the tears away. Better get back to work. It doesn’t
bear worrying about. But first, she wanted to make sure this task was done. Stepping closer to the
photographer, she asked again, “Excuse me—are we done?”
He glanced up at her, wrapping his camera flash as carefully as a new mother swaddling her baby,
and blinked. “What? Oh, sure. Yep. All done.”
Nodding, she turned to go, but he continued talking. “Bet you girls are looking forward to getting out
of all this.” His nod took in the whole train yard—the smells of oil and coal dust, the haze of steam, the
echoing cacophony of metal on metal and voices of workers hollering to and at each other. “Back to
normal life. Back home.”
Milly opened her mouth, then closed it. He watched her, waiting for an answer as she wracked her
brain for an honest, acceptable response.
Mercifully, Lorna stepped in. “You bet we are!” She snapped her gum loudly as she grinned. “I mean,
it hasn’t been so bad. But once the boys all come home, I’ll sure be glad to leave these aching muscles and
this dusty hair behind!”
Nanette laughed and agreed, and Milly took the chance to slip into the background, to gather up the
hammers and search out something to keep her hands busy.
Gravel crunched underfoot as she tried to outdistance thought. Of course, I’m glad the war’s looking
to be over soon…but…
Things would be different if Matt hadn’t…if it hadn’t been for that sniper in Sicily.
One of the fellas working up in the locomotive called to her. She waved and glued on a smile. After
Matt, this job had given her purpose. She’d made friends here.
Glancing back at Lorna and Nan laughing, rejoicing over the bright future they could see ahead, she
bit her lips and faced forward, squinting into a hazy, smoke-obscured horizon.
The End
To read more from Anne Clare, you can find her here.

New Flash Fiction Contest
It’s Flash Fiction Contest Time! Enter your flash fiction story for a chance to win a $50 gift card.
Write a 400-600 word story to one of the three pictures below. Email your entry to
texastrishafaye@yahoo.com with ‘CONTEST ENTRY – (title of your story)’ in the subject line.
Entries are due by midnight, Friday, March 20th.
The stories will be printed in the April 3rd newsletter. A PDF will be compiled with all the stories and posted
on Facebook, allowing others a chance to read the stories and send in their votes. The contest will run
until April 12th at midnight. The winner will be announced in the April 17th newsletter.
The winner receives a $50 gift card.

Use one of the three photographs below as a prompt for your story.
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The 1930s
Fargo Women Plot and Plan
Trisha Faye

The women of Fargo, Texas band together to create a church cookbook. Even though 1935 was a
difficult year for most of the country, the women are determined. Extreme heat, drought, dust storms
– they are nothing compared to the wake of women on a mission. But will the force of the worst dust
storm in history derail the women’s project? Take a step back in time in this Vintage Daze Short
Story. This historical fiction is inspired by actual women and their ‘How We Cook Down on the Farm’
cookbook created for the Fargo Baptist Church.
Seventeen recipes from the 1935 cookbook are included with this short story.
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